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Bsc. Botany from Utah Valley University

Research Interests:

○ Intersection of Plants, Water and Cultural 
Resources

○ Paleoecology
○ Field Botany Pedagogy

Specialize in Great Basin & Colorado 
Plateau ecosystems



Lecture Tasks
How to Identify a Plant

Common Mistakes

Naming of Plants

Lecture Practice

Plant ID Resources











Characteristics

Habit

Reproductive

Vegetative

Yellow petals
Green stalk

Wavy, irregular leaves
Basal leaves

Milky hollow stem
Hairy

Produces seeds



Habit
The general appearance of a plant, including size, 

shape, growth form and orientation.





Reproductive Parts









Vegetative Parts













Common Mistakes

Branching

Describing leaf shapes

Describing color 

Overconfidence

Lack of patience

Self-Identification Professional Identification

No scale

Blurry photos

Too far away

Plant is dead

Partial plant matter



Tips
Photos

Take a sample

Be patient

Look at your surroundings





Common vs Scientific Names
● Humans like to categorize
● Common name: Goathead thorn, puncture vine, bindii, devils thorn, tackweed, cat’s head
● Scientific Name: Tribulus terrestris



Lecture Practice





























Resources
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